400   Death, Shradha, and the Future Life.

The following description of a Shradha performed in
Calcutta on September 20, 1882, was one of the mgst
celebrated of modern times.

"The Shradha ceremony or requiem service of the
Dowager Maharani, widow of the late Maharajah Kali
Krishna Bahadur, and grandmother of the Maharajah
Harendra Krishna Bahadur, was held last Sunday
morning.

" It was performed in the spacious quadrangle of the
Rajbari (palace), one of the largest in Calcutta. The
quadrangle was very tastefully and elaborately decorated,
. . . and presented the unusual spectacle of a stately
dansagar (ocean of gift), consisting of sixteen sets of
beds, sixteen sets of silver plates and utensils, the plates
of each separate set bearing a thousand rupees in silver.
There were, besides, with each set, shawls, broadcloth,
tusser silk, and silk dhuties and chadars (clothes for
men). These articles were all arranged on the east side
of the quadrangle ; on the south were heaps of brass
utensils of every description, symmetrically arranged.
There was also a palanquin and a horse.

" All these were dedicated to the service of the family
idol, Gopinathji (i.e. Krishna), who was brought out
and placed on a silver throne over the mu^rnid (or
platform), to hallow the service with his sacred presence.
Nearly 4000 Adhyapaks, or Professors of Hindu Logic,
Philosophy, etc., were invited to the convocation from
the principal tols, or educational institutions of Bengal,
Behar, and Orissa. Besides these, invitations were issued
among 1600 of the Maharajah's friends and acquain-
tances in different parts of Bengal, amongst whom 482
were of the Kayastha caste. . . . The hour fixed for the
service was 8 a.m., ancf by that time the streets in the
vicinity of the Rajbari presented a scene of animation